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City Volunteers to Pick Up Litter for 25th Anniversary of Adopt-a-Highway
WHAT: A Texas-born program that has gone global is marking its 25th anniversary this year. Adopt-a-Highway allows volunteers to adopt a two-mile stretch of highway and keep it clean, which helps reduce litter cleanup costs. 

The Don’t Mess with Texas Trash-Off is a partnership between the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) and Keep Texas Beautiful (KTB). The event brings together KTB volunteers and Adopt-a-Highway groups from across the state to clean up roadways and their communities on one designated day.

Adopt-a-Highway began in Tyler, Texas, and now includes more than 4,500 groups across the state. The program has inspired similar programs in places such as Japan, Australia and New Zealand, among others.

During the Trash-Off on April 10, people will see volunteers in bright orange safety vests collecting trash from roadways, communities, and parks.  Org/Partner will be providing snack/beverage for volunteers.

WHEN/WHERE:  

April 10, 2010
· Time, Location Name, Address, City

· Time, Location Name, Address, City

· Time, Location Name, Address, City

PHOTO OPPS:

· Interviews with volunteers and coordinators. 

· Volunteers will be outfitted in bright orange safety vests and armed with trash bags as they pick up litter in large groups. 

· Volunteers will be taking their own snapshots during Trash-Off. With a handy camera phone or digital camera, they can e-mail unusual trash finds to trashoff@dontmesswithtexas.org for the chance to be selected for Don’t Mess with Texas prize packs and to see their pictures featured in a photo gallery on www.dontmesswithtexas.org. 

WHY:  Volunteers will be addressing an embarrassing problem: Texas roadside litter. The Don’t Mess with Texas Trash-Off, held annually, is the largest one-day statewide cleanup in the United States.
ABOUT: Don't Mess with Texas has been educating Texans about litter prevention since 1986. TxDOT’s litter prevention program includes Adopt-a-Highway and a grassroots partnership with Keep Texas Beautiful. Don’t Mess with Texas activities include Trash-Off, community outreach, a student litter prevention contest and a corporate partner program. For more information, visit www.dontmesswithtexas.org. TxDOT’s goals are to reduce congestion, enhance safety, expand economic opportunity, improve air quality and increase the value of transportation assets. For more information, visit www.txdot.gov.
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